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Sharman Apt Russell : Anatomy Of A Rose: Exploring The Secret Life Of Flowers before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Anatomy Of A Rose: Exploring The Secret Life Of

Flowers:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Why are there flowers and how did they get that way?By
VaWonderfully descriptive of how/why flowers attract. Packages so much science in beautiful and thoughtful writing.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738206695

Y ou will come to understand how flowers are essential to your very being! They are not just "pretty faces."0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy mary abshergreatO of 0 people found the following review
helpful. BoringBy Sandra L. LarsenNot thrilled with this one. Didn't finish the read. My bad! Maybe I'll go back and
smell the roses |ater.

In Anatomy of a Rose, Sharman Apt Russell eloquently unveilsthe "inner life" of flowers, showing them to be more
individual, more enterprising, and more responsive than we ever imagined. From their diverse fragrances to their nasty
deceptions, Russell proves that, where nature is concerned, "wonder is not only our starting point; it can also be our
destination.” Throughout this botanical journey, she reveals that the science behind these intelligent plants--how they
evolved, how they survive, how they heal--is even more awe-inspiring than their fleeting beauty. Russell helps us
imagine what afield of snapdragons looks like to a honeybee; she introduces us to flowers that regulate their own
temperature, attract pollinating bats, even smell like arotting corpse.In this poetic rumination, which combines
graceful writing with a scientist's clarity, Russell brings together the work of botanists around the globe, and
illuminates aworld at once familiar and exotic.

.com The flower, paleontologiststell us, is an ancient innovation in the endless struggle of adaptation and survival; the
earliest fossil flowers date to some 120 million years ago, long after the arrival of other forms of plant life (and, for
that matter, insects). Their arrival heralded a new way for plantsto go forth and multiply that was so successful that
countless animal and insect species now depend on flowers for food, and flowering plants have spread across the face
of the earth. "We know that flowers are beautiful," writes essayist Sharman Apt Russell in thislyrical exploration of
the flowering world. "We forget that they are also essential." In fact, the more we learn about them, the more essential
the 250,000 known species of flowering plants appear to be to modern life. Scientists are only now beginning to
understand the complex role of flowersin ecosystems, and their studies have turned up surprising discoveries (such as
the fact that a single flower can produce more than a hundred chemical compounds, and that plants like the alpine
pennycress and sunflower can remove toxic chemicals from earth and water). Russell takes us to |aboratories and
academic conferences, as well as sun-drenched fields and greenhouses, to relate the science and lore of flowers. She
also warns that, with one in three speciesin the United States alone already at risk, flowers may well prove to be
among the first victims of a mounting wave of extinctions. Russell's poetic book complements standards such as
Donald Culross Peattie's Flowering Earth and Peter Tompkins's Secret Life of Plants. Fans of botany, ecology, and
plain good writing will find much of value in its pages. --Gregory McNameeFrom Publishers WeeklyThis deceptively
slim book by acclaimed nature writer Russell (When the Land Was Y oung; Kill the Cowboy; etc.) is nothing less than
an anatomy of beauty. A luminous blend of memoair, botany lesson and history of science, this volume investigates the
complex mechanics behind the flower's sensory appeal, which, as Russell shows, isits essential tool for survival.
Shapes, colors and smells are invitations to pollinators; the daisy isa"ring of light to attract the bee"; the yellow streak
on anirisisalanding strip; the henna flower's scent is a sexy come-hither. On the other hand, flowers pollinated by
flies and certain beetles can smell like dead animals, rotting fish or dung. Through evolution, flowers change their
attributes in response to predators and environment and, in some cases, in order to outwit or deceive their insect
guests. Many flowers exaggerate their virtues, Russell writes, displaying bushy hairs or bright colors on their stamens
so that they look richer in pollen than they really are, and some, like the water lily, which lures hoverflies to their
deaths, are downright aggressive, a sampling of how mutualism among flowers and insects can be competitive as well
as cooperative. Russell discusses the intelligence of flowers, how they position themselves to catch the sun, choose
when to release their pollen for maximum impact and how they communicate with, and sometimes prey upon, one
another. The author gives abrief history of taxonomy, the naming and classification of flowers, and its development
over the last century as theoriesin biology have changed. She also touches on the healing properties of flowers; their
prehistory beginning in the age of the dinosaurs; the mass extinction that destroyed their reign but which proved to be
aboon to flowering plants and mammals; and the latest mass extinction which the author saysis just now gaining
momentum. A rich and satisfying read, Russell's book is like a guided walking tour in afield of wildflowerson a
splendid summer day. Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From BooklistSouthwestern nature writer
Russell revelsin the beauty and adaptability of flowersin prose that, like aflower, is both exquisite and loaded with
energy and detail. Sheilluminates the lives of an array of floral speciesthrough the gate of the senses as well asthe
doors of folk wisdom and science, parsing flowers wily use of color and scent and describing with undisguised glee
how flowers move, respond to sound and touch, court pollinators, reproduce, and repel competitors. No reader will
ever see aflower as a static object again after imbibing Russell's piquant accounts of gender-flaunting flower sex and
uncanny survival strategies, including their ability to generate heat and communicate with one another to ward off
pests. Not only are flowers medicinal treasure troves, they aso clean up toxic waste: clover removes petroleum, and
the noble sunflower eradicates radioactive material. Flowers have been around for at least 120 million years and
deserve as much respect for their essential role in the ecosystem as admiration for their radiance. Donna
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