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Michael Phillips: The Apple Grower: A Guidefor the Organic Orchardist (Chelsea Green's Master Grower
Gardening Series) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
The Apple Grower: A Guide for the Organic Orchardist (Chelsea Green's Master Grower Gardening Series):

31 of 31 people found the following review helpful. Very practical and athoroughly enjoyable readBy J. R. MottAs a
budding backyard orchardist, | found this book to be very practical and a thoroughly enjoyable read - although | hasten
to add that family farm commercial growers should find it invaluable. The book is a highly authentic testament that
packs years of wisdom, written by a"man on the ground" with a generous spirit and a desire to share. Michael Phillips
isan apple guy. Heis particularly good at revealing the delicate balance between organic approaches to farming and
the financial realities of being afarmer. Although the book includes plenty of hard-tack technical information, it is also
anecdotal and thoughtful. Great bibliography and resource section at the back of the book.11 of 11 people found the
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following review helpful. A rare gardening book imparting as much wisdom as factBy Scott SmithMost gardening
books tend to be fairly dry, with step-by-step instructions, lots of tables, etc. This book isthe opposite. This book reads
like along story told by the fire which happens to be about serious apple orcharding. And maybe a bit like a sermon,
but I mean that in a good way, not preachy. Those with wisdom should impart it. After reading so many impersonal
gardening books, this one is a breath of fresh air and reminds me why | love gardening.Even though the book is not
facts-in-your-face, it does impart an incredible amount of information. But, you need to re-read since the information
you need may be buried in that story somewhere. There are a couple places where more tables and diagrams could
have helped. The chapter on pest and disease control for instance could have used a problem -- solution kind of table.
This chapter also was over my head in spots, almost like he switched to telling his story to another seasoned organic
orchardist and not a beginner like me.The book really does impart wisdom about orcharding. Stories can contain subtle
shades of grey you just can't cram into atable. Mistakes will happen, but after reading this book they won't seem quite
so painful. In that senseit is invaluable. The book is more directed at the commercia organic orchardist, and | am a
home orchadist. At first | was alittle annoyed at having to read about the commercial aspects, but after awhile the
story got so good that | was enjoying those parts just as much as the stuff | needed to know. Also, he does direct some
comments at the home orchardist. | expect | will be re-reading this book many times over the years.0 of 0 people
found the following review helpful. Very informative and fun to readBy CustomerVery informative and fun to read. |
am starting a small orchard about 150 trees. | have been doing research for over ayear. After reading this book |
changed several parts of my plan based on Mr. Phillipsideas and comments. | think he saved alot my trees and me
some serious problemsthat | did not even know were problems. Apple Grower in PA.

For decades fruit growers have sprayed their trees with toxic chemicalsin an attempt to control arange of insect and
fungal pests. Yet it is possible to grow apples responsibly, by applying the intuitive knowledge of our great-
grandparents with the fruits of modern scientific research and innovation. Since The Apple Grower first appeared in
1998, orchardist Michael Phillips has continued his research with apples, which have been called "organic's final
frontier." In this new edition of hiswidely acclaimed work, Phillips delves even deeper into the mysteries of growing
good fruit with minimal inputs. Some of the cuttingedge topics he explores include: The use of kaolin clay asan
effective strategy against curculio and borers, aswell asits limitations Creating a diverse, healthy orchard ecosystem
through understory management of plants, nutrients, and beneficial microorganisms How to make a small apple
business viable by focusing on heritage and regional varieties, value-added products, and the "community orchard"
model The author's personal voice and clear-eyed advice have already made The Apple Grower a classic among small-
scale growers and home orchardists. In fact, anyone serious about succeeding with apples needs to have this updated
edition on their bookshelf.

.com The demand for high-quality, organically grown food is skyrocketing with peopl€e's gradual understanding of the
health risks and dangers of chemical pesticides and "industrialized" farming, yet good organic apples are still hard to
find in many places. Phillips has employed hard work and keen observation of nature to make the best use of our great-
grandparents experiences and techniques. He then examines the latest scientific knowledge of apple pests and their
life cycles to produce a thorough guide to growing wonderful, delicious varieties of applesin an orchard that is safe
for animals, birds, and children playing under its tree branches. Each chapter has practical advice for the backyard fruit
grower, and while this book is filled with useful facts and tactics, Phillips also adds a gentle, Earth-friendly,
philosophical writing style that makes for quite an enjoyable read.From BooklistNow that organically grown foods are
the latest culinary craze, the time has come for the organic orchardist. Phillips, who grows apples without artificial
pesticides or fertilizersin Northumberland, New Hampshire, provides instructions on growing and marketing.
Selecting the right site (weather, soil, drainage, and proximity to markets are considerations) and understanding the
role of micro-organisms are top priorities, he insists. Phillips gives instructions on planting, pruning, and training the
trees, and on protection from frost. There are chapters on pests and diseases, organic spraying, harvesting, and
marketing. Interspersed throughout the text are tips for backyard fruit growers, a bit of earth-friendly philosophy
(Phillips style of writing is best described as cornball), and lots of black-and-white photographs and illustrations. A
valuable basic guide for novice backyard and commercia apple growers. George CohenAbout the AuthorMichael
Phillipsis afarmer, writer, carpenter, orchard consultant, and speaker who lives with his wife, Nancy, and daughter,
Grace, on Heartsong Farm in northern New Hampshire, where they grow apples and a variety of medicinal herbs.
Michael isthe author of The Apple Grower (Chelsea Green, 2005) and The Halistic Orchard (2011), and teamed up
with Nancy to write The Herbalist's Way (2005). His Lost Nation Orchard is part of the Holistic Orchard Network, and
Michael aso leads the community orchard movement at www.GrowOrganicApples.com



