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James Mitchell : The Craft of Modular Post Beam: Building log and timber homes affordably  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Craft of Modular Post Beam: 
Building log and timber homes affordably: 

13 of 14 people found the following review helpful. A lot of pratical informationBy J. F. LarinThis book covers post 
and beam, as opposed to timber framing. This is more a practical tiptricks book than a design or engineering book. It 
starts with philosophical review of house construction and emphasizes on building cheap, using wood. It covers A 
LOT of subject, but not deeply. You will find in that book some joinery details, but not a lot and not complete. The 
focus is on how to build a modern house, as opposed to timber framers who build a classic house without metal. The 
author doesn't have any problem to build with metal, where and when et makes sense. He will also use wood to wood 
joinery, where it makes sense.For all the steps to build a house (with his techniques) he will offer step by step 
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instructions. By itself, I don't think there is enough details in any section to take any non-builder person and make him 
a builder, but it will give general knowledge for somebody who has minimal manual experience. Then there is always 
the time and money issue: The book philosophy is to build a house cheaply yourself, which implies a lot of time. If 
you fit that model, and happen to have a land with a lot of trees on it, this book is perfect for you.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. This Book Covers it All!By Michael BankaI have 3 or 4 other books on Timber 
Framing, but this one is the only one that covers everything I need to design and build my own frame in one volume.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Makes you want to build...By T. J.I loved this book. If anything, it 
definitely makes you wish that you could be a post and beam house right away. I liked the explicit how to, and the 
illustrations.

Make your dream home a reality using The Craft of Modular Post Beam. Master builder James Mitchell takes you step 
by step through the process of creating your own natural home. Find our how you can assemble all the component 
pieces, even before you own the land. Discover the cost-saving potential in recycled materials, such as doors and 
windows. Everything from basic to advanced post and beam design, to using joinery templates, and all aspects of 
building with logs and timbers, is covered in this comprehensive how to source book.

From Library JournalThe post-and-beam method of construction, which uses a sturdy framework of logs or hewn 
timbers, has become increasingly popular. Builder and instructor Mitchell has developed a method of making such 
structures in modular sections. He takes the reader from tree to finished house, showing how to cut logs, hew them 
into workable sizes, and join them together. He also illustrates wall construction, making openings for windows and 
doors, and making foundations for differing site conditions. Although the techniques Mitchell uses are difficult, the 
instructions and illustrations are clear. Log construction has come a long way since Daniel Boone's time?axes have 
been traded for chain saws and routers?but working with logs is still heavy, dangerous work. Although safety is 
touched upon, it's assumed that the reader is experienced. Recommended for public libraries with extensive building 
collections.?Jonathan N. Hershey, Akron-Summit Cty. P.L., OhioCopyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


