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Patrick Whitefield : The Earth Care Manual: A Permaculture Handbook for Britain and Other Temperate 
Climates  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Earth 
Care Manual: A Permaculture Handbook for Britain and Other Temperate Climates: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Temperate Permaculture Has a Strong Foundation in the ManualBy 
Vince KirchnerReading time is very precious, but I do enjoy having books over an e reader. So every permaculture 
book has something I need or something I should remember. This book is no exception, in fact this book should be a 
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close second to the Mollison Designers Manual. It provides sound permaculture steps in a clear easy to read format 
with a lot of knowledge crammed into one book. It's heavy, like a Designers Manual, so it will not be carried with you 
everywhere you go. There is also too much information to memorize, so it will become a great reference tool. Possibly 
better than the Designers Manual as it is more focused on the temperate climate when the Designers Manual covers all 
climates.I had never seen the contents of the book before purchasing it, but I thought I would take a chance as it was 
referenced in the Aranya book contents and also on several website that I trust. While building my reference library, I 
have a limited amount of money like everyone else, so I plan my purchases carefully. This book has become a great 
find, with very few copies available in good condition at a reasonable price, I am extremely happy to obtain this one. I 
am told that Mollison made a state that the output of the yield is only limited by the designers imagination, if this is the 
case I want all of the ideas I can to obtain that yield and this manual will help.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Many practical and useful information.By S. CloeIts our family bible at home. Many practical and useful 
information.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. changing the worldBy G.I.ForbesIf you ddont know 
whaat permaculture is the defination is it a "framework for creating a sustainable way of living" or "a method of 
developing ecologically harmonious,efficient and productive systems that can be used anywhere.The author considers 
permaculture deals vwith what has happened and not how it happened.The book is divided into two parts a)basics and 
b)applications. The basics include -what is permaculture,principles,soil,climate,water and energy while the 
applications buildings,gardens, frruit and nuts,poultry,farms,food links,woodland,biodiversity,designprocess and 
design skills.A massive tome that takes some reading.

As seen on the BBC 2 TV Series, Its Not Easy Being Green (attracting over 3 million viewers), the critically 
acclaimed and definitive permaculture design book, reprinted due to popular demand Youve probably never thought of 
yourself as the ultimate eco-warrior, but this book will make you think again... essential reading. Kitchen Gardener 
This is the book which inspired Brigit Strawbridge (Its Not Easy Being Green, BBC2) to attended her first 
permaculture design course with Patrick Whitefield, and to set her and her family off on a voyage of discovery which 
is helping to introduce and inspire others to explore permaculture. Already hailed in the UK, Europe and America as 
definitive, The Earth Care Manual offers an inspirational yet practical vision of a sustainable future invaluable to those 
new to the subject as well as to the experienced practitioner. Permaculture started in the 1970s as a sustainable 
alternative to modern industrial agriculture, taking its inspiration from natural ecosystems. It placed an emphasis on 
gardening but since then, expanding on its principles, it now includes many other aspects, from building and 
community design to energy use. It is an interconnecting framework which links a diversity of green ideas. Its aims are 
a low input, high output efficient use of resources and genuine sustainability. The Earth Care Manual gives a vision of 
a sustainable future and the practical steps we can take towards it, both large and small, urban and rural. The book 
defines permaculture and places it in the context of the green movement. Written by Patrick Whitefield, one of 
Europes foremost teachers and practitioners of temperate permaculture, it explains in depth how to apply permaculture 
to any situation, from the smallest of buildings or apartments, to houses, gardens, orchards, farms and woodlands. It 
covers subjects vital to sustainability including food, energy, water, microclimate and shelter.

The Earth Care Manual, put simply, is fantastic. It is what I have been waiting for for years, and it is what those of us 
in temperate climates have urgently needed. Patrick's considerable experience in the fields of woodlands and fruit 
growing shine through especially strongly, but the whole book is rich with vision and experience. What it offers is 
common sense solutions rooted in the culture and climate of these islands. This book is a clear and unarguable road 
map to where we need to go, an A-Z to sanity and common sense. Patrick has created a manual with which we can 
repair this beautiful jewel of a planet which we are fortunate enough to inhabit, and in so doing has given us a truly 
precious gift. Rob Hopkins, Co-founder of the Transition MovementAbout the AuthorPatrick Whitefield (1949 2015) 
was an early pioneer of permaculture, adapting Bill Mollisons teachings with a strong Southern Hemisphere bias to the 
cooler, maritime climate of the British Isles. He wrote a number of seminal books, including Permaculture in a 
Nutshell (1993), How to Make a Forest Garden (1996), The Living Landscape (2009), How To Read the Landscape 
(2014) and his magnum opus, The Earth Care Manual (2004), an authoritative resource on practical, tested, cool 
temperate permaculture. Patrick appeared in several BBC TV programmes, popular gardening videos, and taught 
many permaculture and other practical courses, throughout the UK. 


