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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Caroline MonacoEvery gardener will enjoy to learn 
and laugh with this book. Great wit and knowledge.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I have just 
recently discovered Mitchell and I love his sense of humor about gardening and gardenersBy DoryI have just recently 
discovered Mitchell and I love his sense of humor about gardening and gardeners. You have to be aware that some of 
the specific plants he mentions are no longer widely available, but his expertise and attitude are timeless!1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Great AmbroseBy Sister MonicaI was captivated by Ambrose's account of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. His writing style is direct, lively, and very descriptive. Ambrose made the trip come alive 
for me. He has spent years walking the path, and his ability to engage the reader in every aspect of this ordeal is 
marvelous.

Although Mitchell offers invaluable tips for novices and seasoned gardeners, readers take particular delight in his 
opinionated observations--witty, urbane, and fascinating.

.com This first collection of Henry Mitchell's garden columns was one of those instant classics, a book which quickly 
earned a permanent place on thousands of bedside tables. Though written for the Washington Post, these tales of the 
city garden travel well. This book, often dog-eared and battered, is found in gardeners' homes all across the U.S.--not 
just in the South, but in Minnesota, Alaska, and the other Washington. After reading a single page--any page--you'll 
realize why. Many gardeners quote Mitchell's line, "It is a great joy the day we discover that we can learn things 
without actually having to make the mistakes ourselves." He regales us with his mistakes, recording the frustration 
caused by stubbornly planting where his beloved dogs insisted on sleeping or by thoughtless activity ("I speared a 
superb lily bulb today"), hoping we will profit from his own gardening mishaps. We can and do, but we profit just as 
much by his company as his advice, which is so clearly the fruit of long and direct experience.From BooklistWith 
Henry Mitchell's recent death, gardeners lost one of the most erudite yet entertaining voices of horticultural wisdom. 
This agreeable iconoclast will no longer be around to tease and provoke his fans--those readers devoted to Mitchell's 
splendid gardening essays in the Washington Post. So his prevailing legacy will be books like this one, a new, slightly 
expanded edition of Mitchell's first collection of columns. In reading over these delectable gardening vignettes, the 
reader finds reasons for Mitchell's popularity unmistakable. Not only does he instruct readers with his expert advice, 
but in his own rather cantankerous way, he consistently provides a gentle, philosophical assist; a balm for the bumps 
and blows of daily life. Alice Joyce "With Henry Mitchell's recent death, gardeners lost one of the most erudite yet 
entertaining voices of horticultural wisdom. This agreeable iconoclast will no longer be around to tease and provoke 
his fans--those readers devoted to Mitchell's splendid gardening essays in the Washington Post. So his prevailing 
legacy will be books like this one, a new, slightly expanded edition of Mitchell's first collection of columns. In reading 
over these delectable gardening vignettes, the reader finds reasons for Mitchell's popularity unmistakable. Not only 
does he instruct readers with his expert advice, but in his own rather cantankerous way, he consistently provides a 
gentle, philosophical assist; a balm for the bumps and blows of daily life." (Booklist, ALA)"Let us pinch the petunias, 
but not the praise: this may be the most soul-satisfying gardening book in years" (The New York Times)"This first 
collection of Henry Mitchell's garden columns was one of those instant classics, a book which quickly earned a 
permanent place on thousands of bedside tables. Though written for the Washington Post, these tales of the city garden 
travel well. This book, often dog-eared and battered, is found in gardeners' homes all across the U.S.--not just in the 
South, but in Minnesota, Alaska, and the other Washington. After reading a single page--any page--you'll realize why. 
Many gardeners quote Mitchell's line, "It is a great joy the day we discover that we can learn things without actually 
having to make the mistakes ourselves." He regales us with his mistakes, recording the frustration caused by 
stubbornly planting where his beloved dogs insisted on sleeping or by thoughtless activity ("I speared a superb lily 
bulb today"), hoping we will profit from his own gardening mishaps. We can and do, but we profit just as much by his 
company as his advice, which is so clearly the fruit of long and direct experience." (.com)"the funniest and most 
truthful garden writer we've got." -- Allen Lacy 


