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Kathleen C. Ruppert, Robert J. Black : The Florida Lawn Handbook: An Environmental Approach to Care
and Maintenance of Your Lawn, second before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised The Florida Lawn Handbook: An Environmental Approach to Care and Maintenance of Y our
Lawn, second:

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Every Florida Homeowner Should Own This BookBy John H.
HendersonAll around me, | see people spending a FORTUNE in time, money and effort "maintaining” their lawns,
and it doesn't appear that they've done as much as read a pamphlet, book or web site on lawn maintenance. They water
at the wrong time. They fertilize too much. They cut their grass too low or too often.EVERY FLORIDA


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813016436

HOMEOWNER SHOULD OWN AND READ THIS BOOK! The lawn is alarge investment, and thisis asmall price
to pay to take care of it. Thisisthe bible for Florida lawnowners. This book is very complete. There are chapters on
planting, water, fertilizing, insects and disease. And there is a chapter (or two!) on each common variety of Florida turf
grass. Thisbook iswritten by Florida university researchers and agricultural extension agents, so is the most
authoritative reference there is.| have two main complaints, although these problems are often interlinked. First, the
chapters are written by different authors. As aresult, there is some inconsistency in advice and writing style, and many
topics are repeated. The second isthat it can be alittle technical. This could be remedied with an introductory chapter
with pictures and definitions of the terminology used in the book. The authors assume that you know what the
different parts of the grass plant are. As a new homeowner, | didn't even know what thach was.| am going to use the
info from this book and from the St. John's River Water Management District web site to write an article for my
homeowner's association newsl etter. Perhaps the neighbors will quit wasting water watering the mailbox in the
evening from which | have to retrieve my mail.

"Gardeners should look no further than the Florida Lawn Handbook to help green up their lawns. Its chock-full of how
to do it information from the University of Floridas turf experts. Now there is no excuse not to have an attractive, earth-
friendly lawn."--Tom MacCubbin, host of "Better Lawns and Gardens," Orlando, FloridaThis comprehensive, eco-
friendly guide takes the mystery out of proper lawn care and maintenance in Florida. Written in practical language by
turfgrass experts, this new edition is completely up-to-date and contains the most recent lawn management
information, including approved pesticide and fertilizer practices. Color plates identify various grass types, weeds,
diseases, and insects--including those that are good for your lawn.Chapters address:--the 8 Florida grasses: turf, bahia,
Bermuda, buffalo, carpet, centipede, St. Augustine, and zoysia--selection, adaptability, establishment, and
maintenance for each type of lawn, with comparative data for each--soil analysis and fertilization--yearly calendars for
lawn care and culture--mowing, watering, and calibrating sprinkler systems and fertilizer spreaders--overseeding for
winter color--preparing alawn for drought and low temperatures--weed and thatch control--how to choose alawn
maintenance or landscaping service--safe pesticide application and use--integrated pest management strategies--
complete diagnostic information by type of grass for identification of weeds, grass diseases, insect problems,
nematodes, and other pests like moles, armadillos, fire ants, and gophersK athleen C. Ruppert is environmental
horticulturist and Robert J. Black is consumer horticulture specialist with the Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences at the University of Florida.



