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Gil Schafer 111 : The Great American House: Tradition for the Way We Live Now before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great American House: Tradition for the Way
We Live Now:

16 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Superlative! By A Book Collectorlt really doesn't get any better
than this. Gil Schafer's new book does everything that one hopes it will do, and with considerable polish. From his
discussions of his background and design philosophy to descriptions of the planning and execution of the four projects
presented, it's obvious that Mr. Schafer is a master of his craft and loves what he does. This volume showcases his
incredible skill in handling 21st century spacesin atraditional American idiom, and his perception of the details that
imbue new, functional construction with the look and feel of age and provenance. Aside from atypo in the book's
forward mentioned by another reviewer, it's obvious that this one had a great deal of attention on its way to press. The
presentation is neat and tight, the projects thoroughly photographed and, wonder of al, nothing is discussed in the
prose that we can't see in the photos. Add to that the work of some first-string interior designers, and thisis one book
that | couldn't put down - and to which | have returned repeatedly with enthusiasm.From the comprehensive


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0847838722

photography and floor and site plans, to the sensitive and expository text, the reader is only left wanting for a sequel.
Hopefully Mr. Schafer won't keep us waiting too long.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. "the great
american house"By pennythisis by far the best book i have bought...perhaps ever.i have read the book from cover to
cover several times.i have always had a great interest in architecture and thisbook really feeds the appetite. a book
everyone who buys ahome in one of our suburban subdivisions should read priorto purchase. i hope that gil schaefer
will write anothergreat book.p.h.reed0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Inspirational and educational By
billy dwhat makes older homes so much more inviting? Isit the detailing, the craftsmanship, the patina of age? The
answer is"yes," and so much more. This book clearly explains why older homes have such allure, and at the same
time details how to build a"new old house" or renovate a property to work with today's lifestyles. Thisis so much
more than a picture book, even though the photos are beyond beautiful. If you are fascinated by the "new old house"
movement, this book is a must buy.

Acclaimed architect Gil Schafer illustrates how he blends classical architecture, interior decoration, and landscape to
create homes with afeeling of history. Asatraditional architect, Gil Schafer specializesin building new "old" houses
aswell as renovating historic homes. His work takes the best of American historic and classical architectureits detailed
moldings and harmonious proportionsand updates it, retaining its character and detail while simultaneously reworking
it to be more in tune with the way we live nowcomfortable, practical, family-oriented. In hisfirst book, Schafer covers
the three essential cornerstones of creating a great traditional house: architecture, landscape, and decoration. He
discusses the important interplay between the interior architecture and the fabrics, furniture, and wall treatments. In-
depth profiles build on these essays, including Schafers own new "old" house in the Hudson Valley; the renovation of
ahistoric home in Nashville designed by Charles Platt in 1915; and the restoration of a magnificent 1843 Greek
Revival mansion in Charleston.Filled with hundreds of interior and detail shots, The Great American House is an
invaluable resource for anyone who loves old houses and traditional design.

"...astunning testimony to alife well-lived. His work melds the best of the past, present and future, with each home
beautifully thought out, romantic and dreamy. Each of the 256 pages in thistome is an inspiration to build one perfect
home in your lifetime." ~Papercity.com"These pages document Schafer's love...and illustrate how thoughtful
architecture can infuse the spaces in which we live with meaning." ~Veranda Magazine'l opened the book, and before
| knew it, afew hours had passed. And redly, | cant imagine a better way to spend afew hours than to read Gils
engaging text and pore over the big, beautiful photos of hiswork." ~The Peak of Chic"Anyone that has loved a house--
or wantsto fall in love all over again with their old one should get this book. Better yet-if you don't believe in Love-
get the book, Schafer will convince you it can be found at Home." ~Littleaugury.com"Thisis a remarkably good book,
"The Great American House", should be on your list." ~mrsblandings.blogspot.comAbout the AuthorAward-winning
architect and AD 100 member Gil Schafer is consistently recognized as one of the worlds experts on contemporary
classical architecture. From 1999 to 2006, Schafer served as president and then chairman of the Institute of Classical
Architecture Classical America. Hiswork has been featured in many publications, including Elle Decor and the New
York Times. Bunny Williams is an acclaimed interior designer and the author of four books, including An Affair with
aHouse.



